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Welcome to Another Great School Year at Marcus Whitman! 

 

Dear Family, 

As we begin this new school year, there are many ways in which you can help your child 

succeed at school and in all aspects of their lives.  The more parents and teachers partner 

together, the better it is for everyone!  The following is a list of ideas for parents which 

are great resolutions for a brand new school year: 

 

Teach your child to become a lifelong learner:  Model the love of learning by talking 

to your child about interesting things you learn each day.  Show excitement about what 

your children are learning in school.  A positive attitude toward learning opens up minds 

to the possibilities of learning. 

 

Read to your children often:  A child who has a passion for reading can explore the 

world through books.  Reading is the foundation of all learning.  Readers are leaders! 

 

Be a partner with your child’s teacher:  Get to know your child’s teacher early in the 

year and learn what is expected of your child at school.  Support your child’s teachers by 

checking homework, knowing when assignments are due and asking questions of the 

teacher to make sure your child is on track and making good progress. 

 

Make learning part of daily living: 

Beginning with back-to-school shopping, include your child in the tasks of budgeting and 

using math when making purchases.  Read recipes and measure ingredients together.  

Talk to your child about how things grow in the yard, how electricity makes appliances 

work, or how much energy is used in your home.  Ask questions and seek answers to 

questions about common things by doing research with your child. 

 

Make sure your child is well rested:  Students who are well rested do better in school.  

If your children are tired, they can’t think clearly.  Set a consistent bedtime. 

 

Provide healthy meals, especially breakfast:  Breakfasts high in sugar cause students to 

run out of energy half-way through the morning.  Protein will give your children the 

energy they need to keep them focused until it’s time for lunch. 

 

Establish a special place and time for homework:  A quiet, well-lit area in the home 

dedicated solely to homework will help your children concentrate on their work.  Plan a 

consistent time for homework everyday.  If they don’t have homework on a certain day, 

use the time to work on long-term projects or read a book. 

 



Find ways to help at Marcus Whitman:  If possible, spend time at our school.  Even if 

you can’t provide regular assistance in the classroom, before or after school, ask your 

child’s teacher and school staff about other ways you can help.  Join the Marcus Whitman 

PTA.  This group is a great way to help our Mustangs! 

 

Expect your child to achieve:  We need your support in holding your children 

accountable to high expectations.  Expect your children to do their very best each day.  

Hold them accountable for doing homework and working hard to achieve in school.  

When you expect your children to achieve at high levels they will rise to the challenge.  If 

they believe they can achieve, they will achieve and nothing will make them – or you – 

more proud. 

 

Thanks for all you do to help make our children successful.  I look forward to working 

with you and your children again this year! 

 

Paul Dann 


