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All information related to SBAC Assessment can be found in
one location using the SBAC Resource Tool available on the
RSD SharePoint.

Training Tests (Learn the tools)

Practice Tests (Take a test)

Implementation Guide

Frequently asked guestions

Accommodations

This month’s newsletter focuses on student usability, accessibility and accommodations for the upcoming
Smarter Balanced Assessments.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium’s Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations

Guidelines are intended for school-level personnel and decision-making teams, particularly

Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams, as they prepare for and implement the Smarter

Balanced assessment. The Guidelines provide information for classroom teachers, English development
educators, special education teachers, and related services personnel to use in selecting and administering
universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations for those students who ned them. The Guidelines
are also intended for assessment staff and administrators who oversee the decisions that are made in
instruction and assessment.

Figure 1: Conceptual Model Underlying the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and
Accommodations Guidelines
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Math Tools,

Spell Check,
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Writing Tools, Zoom

Designated Supports

Embedded
Color Contrast,
Masking,
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Non-embedded
EBreaks,
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Non-embedded
Bilingual Dictionary,
Color Contrast,
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Read Aloud,
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Non-embedded

Abacus, Alternate Response Options,
Calculator, Multiplication Table, Noise
Buffers, Print on Demand, Read Aloud,
Scribe, Speech-to-text
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American Sign Language, Braille,
Closed Captioning, Text-to-speech



http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://intranet.rsd.edu/is/assessment/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Usability-Accessibility-and-Accommodations-Implementation-Guide.pdf&sa=U&ei=fB0GVLLYFq_higKIzoCgCQ&ved=0CAUQFjAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNFEQGdM6kau2rubuRQPhfOPKtIiTQ
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/faqs/

The Conceptual Model (Figure 1) recognizes that all students should be held to the same expectations for
instruction in CCSS and have available to them universal accessibility features. It also recognizes that some
students may have certain characteristics and access needs that require the use of accommodations for
instruction and when they participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessments.

These Guidelines portray several aspects of the Smarter Balanced assessment features — universal tools
(available for all students), designated supports (available when indicated by an adult or team), and
accommodations (available need is documented in an Individualized Education Program — IEP or 504 plan.

Universal tools are available to all students, including those receiving designated supports and those
receiving accommodations. Designated supports are available only to students for whom an adult or team
has indicated the need for these accommaodations (as well as those students for whom the need is
documented). Accommodations are available only to those students with documentation of the need
through a formal plan (i.e., IEP). Those students also may use designated supports and universal tools.

It is critical that all staff have a complete understanding on the accommodations available to all students who
will be taking the spring SBAC Assessments. Complete information, including answers to the questions below
can be found by accessing the Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines.

What are universal tools?

What are designated supports?

Who makes decisions about designated supports?

What are accommodations?

Who makes decisions about accommodations?

What are embedded and non-embedded universal tools, supports and accommodations?

The current 2014-15 testing calendar is provided below (subject to change):

Smarter Balanced 2015 Testing Windows

Grade 3 ELA March 10 to April 23 — online
March 10 to April 15 — paper/pencil”

Grade 3 Math Must be administered within the last 12
weeks, of school year, but not before March
70.

March 10 to June 9 — online
March 10 to May 20 — paper/pencil™

Grades 4—8 ELA and Math Must be administered within the last 12
weeks, of school year, but not before March
10.

March 10 to June 9 — online

March 10 to May 20 — paper/pencil™

Grade 11 ELA and Math Must be administered within the last 7 weeks,
of school year, but not before April 6.

April 6 to June 9 — online

April 6 to May 30 — paper/pencil”

*Must be documented in IEP.

Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) 2015 Testing Windows

Grades 5 and 8 Science April 20 to June 5 — online
April 20 to May 19 — paper/pencil*

*Must be documented in IEP.

High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE) 2015 Testing Window

Grades 11 and 12 Retake

o Reading March 17
o Writing March 18—19
Grade 10 ELA exit exam Paper/Pencil May 19-21 (all of RSD)

OR Online (Must be administered during the
last 12 weeks of school, but not before March

70)
March 9 to June 15
Math EOC exit exams May 11 to June 12
Biology EOC May 11 to June 12
Off Grade Level testing (formerly DAPE) Must be administered in the last 12 weeks of

school, but not before March 10.
March 10-June 9



http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf

